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came to know the base trick that had been played upon
her by her husband, and cursed him and herself. The
curse on herself was that she should be born a Man, to
be worshipped only by low-caste men. The curse on
him was that he should be born a buffalo, fit to be
sacrificed to her, and that her children should be born as
sheep and chickens. Therefore, during the periodical
Mari festivals, buffaloes, sheep, and chickens are used
as victims, and the right leg of the male buffalo is cut
off and stuck in his mouth, in memory of his having
stitched the shoes in his disguise as a Brahman.
Animal sacrifices are generally offered by Vaisyas
and Sudras, the victims being usually buffaloes, sheep or
goats, and fowls. These sacrifices are usually propitia-
tory. Sometimes they are thank-offerings, but there is
no sin-offering. When, owing to sickness, any one's
life is despaired of, a vow to sacrifice the life of an
animal on the recovery of the sick person is made and
carried out by the convalescent as soon as possible after
restoration to health. Should any misfortune happen
to a personal enemy, an animal is at once sacrificed as a
thank-offering!
In all these cases, the victim is taken before the
altar, and there decapitated by a stroke of a sword,
the blood being sprinkled on the object before which
the sacrifice is offered, or on the ground in the vicinity.
In no case is the blood ever sprinkled on the persons
offering the sacrifice. Before a building is finished or
occupied, the same kind of sacrifice is made, to pro-
pitiate the spirit supposed to have already entered there,
and the blood of the victim Is sprinkled over the
materials of which the building is constructed.
Similarly, when, a well is sunk, or a tank built, or
a new tool or agricultural implement used, all of which
from their nature might be the means of causing death,
a sacrifice is offered to the evil spirit to prevent acci-
dents, and, in the case of sharp-edged tools, blood is
poured on that part which would cause the hurt. A
partial sacrifice is made in the case of tools and imple-
ments which from their nature would not be likely to